
Lamar Town Council Meeting Minutes 
July 14, 2025 

 
Mayor James Howell called the Lamar Town Council Meeting to order at 6:18 PM. 
 
Deacon Tim Dargan gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Howell took roll call: Mayor Howell, Councilman Tyler Cook, Councilwoman Angele White-Bradley, and 
Councilwoman Mack were all present. Councilwoman Inez B. Lee participated via Zoom. 
 
Others in attendance: Tim Dargan and Chief Dennis Carter.  
 
Councilman Cook made a motion to accept the agenda for the July 14, 2025, Lamar Town Council Meeting with an 
amendment to include Councilwoman Bradley on the agenda. Councilwoman Bradley seconded the motion. The 
motion carried unanimously.   
 
After asking for extra time to review the minutes, Councilwoman Bradley made a motion to accept the minutes 
from the June 9, 2025, Lamar Town Council Meeting and the June 23, 2025, Town of Lamar Public Notice Hearing 
for Municipal Budget FY2025-2026 with an amendment to include Councilwoman’s Bradley comment about the 
council being transparent to the Citizens of Lamar. She also stated that the council understands the questions 
and concerns that the citizens have about the increase in water & sewer rates. Councilman Cook seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Doug Poston of Douglas R. Poston, Jr. CPA submitted the Financial Report: 
 
General Fund (June 2025): Receipts - $140,341.31, Disbursements - $38,475.42, Increase in cash - $101,865.89, 
Ending cash balance - $646,664.59 ($94,469.50 of these funds are from the American Rescue Funds and are 
already allocated). 
 
Utility Fund (June 2025): Receipts - $35,283.77, Disbursements - $26,575.72 Decrease in cash- $8,708.05, Ending 
cash balance - $76,362.57 ($19,080.31 available for operations; $57,282.26 for restricted grant funds). 
 
Councilwoman Bradley made a motion to accept the financial report as information. Councilman Cook seconded 
the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Teresa Jacobs of the Pee Dee Cog submitted a status report on the Lamar Railroad Lift Station Project. 
Councilman Cook made a motion to receive the status report as information. Councilwoman Bradley seconded 
the motion. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
Tim Dargan asked the council for official approval to move forward with the purchase of six (6) of the nine (9) 
computers needed for Lamar Town Hall. Councilwoman Bradley had several questions and concerns about the 
number of computers being purchased. Mr. Dargan explained where and why the computers were needed. He also 
stated that the council had previously allocated $10,000 of the ARP Funds for technology upgrades. The six (6) 
desktop computers would be purchased with ARP Funds. The three (3) laptop computers for the police cars would 
be purchased with the South Carolina Department of Commerce Police Department Grant pending Councilman 
Cook’s verification that enough funds would be left in the grant. Councilwoman Bradlet 
  
Councilwoman Bradley said that some citizens are concerned about the construction that is taken place at the 
new business on Pearl Street. The citizens want the Town to grow, but they don’t want any type of business in their 
community.  She said that no one has been able to verify what type of business it is. Mr. Dargan explained that a 
business license gives a business the right to operate in the Town. A permit gives specific permission to the 
business to perform a specific job.   He stated that the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer, Brent Bullard, regulates 



the permits that are issued. Councilwoman Bradley asked that she be notified off all business licenses and 
permits that are issued in the Town going forward. 
 
Councilwoman Mack gave the Water & Sewer Report.  
Purchased: 3,365,300 Billed: 1,789,198 Water Loss: 1,575,502 
 
Mr. Dargan stated that the CCR Report (Consumer Confidence Report) for CY2024 was mailed to water customers 
on June 26, 2025. Some customers also received a copy of the “Lead Line Report”; this was for water customer 
who had an unknown water line. The evaluation was performed on the pipe on the Town’s side of the meter. More 
information to follow. 
 
Mr. Dargan said that during the month of June, DES (Department of Environmental Services [formerly DHEC]) 
performed an evaluation on the Town’s Wastewater Treatment Facility Damn (around the sewer pond). They also 
conducted an evaluation of the Town’s Sewer Collection System. The results of both evaluations are pending. 
  
Councilwoman Mack continues to monitor street light outages. She said that citizens can report outages as they 
see them. If not let her know and she will report them. Councilwoman Mack passed out a legends map of the 
streets in the Town of Lamar. This will help the Town determine which streets are maintained by the Town, which 
one are maintained by the County, and which ones are maintained by the State.  Councilwoman Mack said that 
there needs to be a yield sign at Adams Circle.  
 
Councilman Cook submitted a written Lamar Police Department Report. Councilman Cook highlighted that the 
Police Department is looking to hire certified police officers.  
 
Chief Dennis Carter said that drivers cannot make a U-turn on Main Street. 
 
Mr. Dargan gave an update on the upcoming events: 

• Christmas on Main “Christmas in July” Fundraiser 
• Town of Lamar Election Registration deadline August 1, 2025 – August 15, 2025. 

 
Chief Carter spoke about the upcoming Lamar’s Fun Day Event to be held on Saturday, July 26, 2025. 
 
Mayor Howell made additional comments on the DES evaluations of the Town’s WWFT Dam and the Sewer 
Collection System.    
 
Councilman Cook made a motion to adjourn the Lamar Town Council Meeting. Councilwoman Mack seconded the 
motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Mayor Howell adjourned the meeting at 7:00 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,   

Timothy L Dargan                    
 

 

 

 


