
Town of Lamar Public Hearing 
FYE2026 Municipal Budget 

June 23, 2025 
 
Mayor James Howell called the Lamar Town Council Meeting to order at 6:17 PM. 
 
Councilwoman Inez B. Lee gave the invocation.  
 
Mayor Howell took roll call: Mayor Howell, Councilwoman Inez B. Lee, Councilman Tyler Cook, Councilwoman 
Angele White-Bradley, and Councilwoman Mack were all present. 
 
Others in attendance: Tim Dargan  
 
Councilman Cook made a motion to accept the agenda for the June 23, 2025, Town of Lamar Public Hearing for 
the FYE 2026 Municipal Budget. Councilwoman Mack seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
The council discussed the budget and finalized the following: 
Water Rate – 5 % Increase (Beginning July 1, 2025) 
Sewer Rate – 5 % Increase (Beginning July 1, 2025) 
Millage – 81 Mills (Same as FYE2025) 
 
The council pointed out that the last rate increase was in October 2022. The rate must increase to keep pace with 
the rates increased imposed by Darlington County Water & Sewer Authority. 
 
Announcements about the rate increase were posted in the News & Press on June 4th, the town council meeting 
minutes, on the Town’s website, The Town’s Facebook page, and posted on the entrance to the building. 
 
Councilwoman Bradley wanted the citizens of Lamar to know that the council has heard and cares about their 
concerns over the rate increase. As  always, the council strives to provide transparency to all of its citizens.  
 
Councilman Cook read the Town of Lamar Municipal Budget for FYE2026. Councilman Cook then made a motion 
to adopt the budget. Councilwoman Lee seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Councilwoman Mack discussed several concerns that citizens had with the Lamar Police Department. They 
included:  

• The large number of traffic tickets that are being written.  
• Why are there always two officers at traffic stops? 
• The effect of traffic stops on local businesses. 

 
Councilwoman Mack will meet with Chief Carter to discuss these concerns. 
 
Councilwoman Mack made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Cook seconded the motion. The motion 
carried unanimously.  
 
Mator Howell adjourned the meeting at 6:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Timothy L. Dargan 


