Lamar Town Council Meeting Minutes

September 8, 2025

Mayor James Howell called the Lamar Town Council Meeting to order at 6:15 PM.

Councilwoman Inez Lee gave the invocation.

Mayor James Howell took roll call: Mayor Howell, Councilwoman Inez Lee, Councilwoman
Angele Bradley, Councilwoman Mary Ann Mack, and Councilman Tyler Cook were all present.

Others in attendance: Tim Dargan, Chief Dennis Carter, and W. Foster McKinney.

Councilman Cook made a motion to accept the agenda for the September 8, 2025, Lamar
Town Council Meeting and strike the discussion about an increase in stipend for the mayor
and the council. Councilwoman Bradley seconded the motion with the amendment. The
motion carried unanimously.

Councilwoman Bradley made a motion to accept the minutes from the August 11, 2025,
Lamar Town Council Meeting. Councilwoman Lee seconded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously.

No comments from citizens.

Councilman Cook made a motion to receive the Railroad Ave. Lift Station Report from the Pee
Dee COG as information. Councilwoman Bradley seconded the motion. The motion carried
unanimously. Councilwoman asked if the project would be completed on schedule. Mr.
Dargan said that he would contact the project engineers, Davis & Floyd, for an update.



Doug Poston of Douglas R. Poston, Jr. CPA submitted the Financial Report:

General Fund (July 2025): Receipts - $32,770.01, Disbursements - $52,943.93, Decrease in
cash - $20,173.92, Ending cash balance - $626,490.67

Utility Fund (July 2025): Receipts - $39,094.89, Disbursements - $71,884.36 Decrease in cash-
$32,789.47, Ending cash balance - $43,573.10 ($12,242.86 available for operations; $31,330.24
for restricted grant funds).

W. Foster McKinney of Hamilton, McKinney, & Moss presented the audit results of the Town’s
FYE2024 Financial Statements. Mr. McKinney said that the Town was in good shape and that

no deficiencies were discovered. He thanked Tim Dargan (Town Administrator), Doug Poston
(Town Accountant), and Gloria Joye (Office Clerk) for their assistance.

Councilwoman Angele Bradley gave the Business & License Report:

Brent Bullard, the Town’s Code Enforcement Officer, said that all the business licenses are up
to par. 4 new businesses have registered for FYE2026 Business Licenses.

Councilman Cook read the Second Reading of the Business License Update Ordinance.
Councilman Cook made a motion to adopt the ordinance. Councilwoman Bradley seconded
the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Beautification Commission Report — Councilwoman Inez Lee

-Councilwoman Lee said that there is a meeting scheduled to take place with the school
improvement council on September 9, 2025, at 6:00 pm.

Public Works Department Reports:



Water & Sewer Report - Councilwoman Inez Lee

-Councilwoman Lee submitted a written report. She highlighted the water line repairs on
Darlington Avenue and on Reynolds Avenue.

-Water Purchased from DCWSA: 3,038,600 Billed: 2,048,231 Water Loss: 990,369

Streets and Sanitation Report — Councilwoman Mary Ann Mack

-Councilwoman Mack asked about the leak at 312 Davis Street. She wanted to know when it
would be repaired.

-Councilwoman Mack thanked the citizens for reporting streetlight outages in the community.

-Chief Dennis Carter said that he is still waiting to hear from the South Carolina Department
of Transportation about Sanko Street.

Lamar Police Department Report - Councilman Tyler Cook

Councilman Cook submitted a written Lamar Police Department Report. He highlighted the
following:

-The Quarterly Report for the SCDCOM Police Department Grant was submitted. Enough
funds are left in the grant to purchase laptops for the three police cruisers.

-The Police Department is looking to hire one certified full-time and one certified part-time
police officers.

-Chief Dennis Carter said that the police officers’ schedules will be staggered after they
complete their training.

Tim Dargan gave an update on the upcoming events:
-Spaulding High School Reunion (September 19" & 20™)
-Harvest Hope Packing Events (September 16™ & 23') and Distribution (September 25™)

-Lamar Recreation Bingo (September 16™) and Latta Trip (September 18™)



-Lamar Civitan Rection (October 9th) & Golf Tournament (October 10

-Darlington County First Step Fall Festival (October 18")

-Lamar Municipal Election (November 4th)

Mayor Howell asked all citizens to support the local businesses.

Councilwoman Mary Ann Mack made a motion to adjourn the Lamar Town Council Meeting.
Councilwoman Angele Bradley seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Mayor Howell adjourned the meeting at 6:57 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,

Timothy L Dargan



